
Mater Dei ® 
exclusive Hungary & Poland  
pilgrimage for The Compass
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Meal Legend: 
M = Airplane Meals 
B = Breakfast 
L = Lunch / L° = Lunch Box 
D = Dinner

DAY 1) MONDAY, 2 MAY: DEPART CHICAGO (M) Board your flight to Budapest (with a connection in Warsaw). Group’s 
departure is from Chicago’s O’Hare Airport. Please read the “Tips for Flying Days” as well as the “Rendezvous Memo” (included 
with your final travel documents) for important information regarding your days of airline travel. Relax and enjoy your overnight 
intercontinental flight.  

DAY 2) TUESDAY, 3 MAY: BUDAPEST (M, D) Arrival in Budapest in the afternoon. After immigration and customs formalities, 
meet our local tour manager and board our coach that will transfer us to the legendary Hungarian capital, Budapest, with its 2 
districts, Buda and Pest, divided by the River Danube. Our first stop will be Gellért Hill, named after Saint Gerard, first Bishop of 
the Kingdom of Hungary, who was thrown to his death from the hill. With more spectacular views of Budapest, the hill is also 
famous for being the spot where Cardinal József Mindszenty addressed the Hungarian Nation in front of half a million people, 
before he was arrested by the communists. Our next visit will be St. Stephen's Basilica where Mass* is celebrated in a spirit of 
thanksgiving for a safe voyage across the Atlantic. This Basilica houses the relic of St. Stephen’s hand. After Mass, a 
refreshing 10-minute walk places us at our hotel to check-in for the first of our three-night hotel stay in Budapest. Relax and 
freshen up as you get acclimated to the Hungarian Time Zone. Tonight, join your group for a welcome to Hungary dinner. 

DAY 3) WEDNESDAY, 4 MAY: BUDAPEST (B, D) Travel today to the Castle District of Budapest to admire its magnificent 
views of the city. The area features the Fisherman’s Bastion and Mátyás Templon (St. Matthias Church), otherwise known as 
the Church of Our Lady (Mass* to be celebrated here today). The first church on this site was founded by Saint Stephen, King 
of Hungary in 1015. It was later destroyed by the Mongols in 1241. The current building was constructed in the latter half of the 
13th century. Originally named after the Virgin Mary, the church was renamed after King Matthias in the 19th Century, who 
ordered the transformation of its original southern tower.  A panoramic drive follows featuring places like Hősök Tere (Heroes’ 
Square), noted for its iconic statue complex featuring the Seven Chieftains of the Magyars and other important Hungarian 
national leaders, as well as the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The top of the column depicts Archangel Gabriel, who holds 
the Hungarian Holy Crown and the apostolic double cross in his hands. This afternoon, we continue our Budapest excursion by 
navigating the famous river that was the inspiration for the most famous waltz ever composed! Enjoy a cruise of the celebrated 
Danube River (The Blue Danube). Dinner will be onboard the river boat while you enjoy the unique and magnificent panorama 
that only these historic twin cities can offer from the river. 

DAY 4) THURSDAY, 5 MAY: MARIAREMETE & LAZAR FARM (B, L) After breakfast, travel to the northwestern area of 
Budapest to visit the Marian Shrine of Máriaremete (Holy Mass* to be celebrated here). It houses an image of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary a woman had placed on a tree that was a replica of the picture of Our Lady of Einsiedeln from Switzerland. The 
woman would stop during her daily duties and pray before the image, and soon others began to join her. After the woman died 
people continued to stop by and pray. Around 1800, a woman who was blind stopped by to pray and was miraculously healed. 
From that time on, thousands have continued to visit including Pope Saint John Paul II who prayed before the image. 
Thousands of ex-votos line the outside of the church giving thanks for prayers answered. This afternoon, prepare yourself for a 
fun-filled luncheon at a traditional Hungarian Puzsta Horse Show! Return to Budapest for a leisure evening with dinner on your 
own. 

DAY 5) FRIDAY, 6 MAY: DIVINE MERCY SHRINE, ST. JOHN PAUL CENTER (B, D) Travel today from Hungary to Krakow 
Poland, through Slovakia, until we arrive in “Polonia Semper Fidelis” Always Faithful, Poland. Depending on our available route, 
we may enjoy majestic views of the Tatras Mountains, a favorite hiking,climbing and skiing location of St. John Paul II. Our first 
stop will be Lagiewniki to visit a significant highlight of our pilgrimage, the unforgettable Shrine of Divine Mercy, with St. 
Faustina’s Convent Chapel and her Tomb. Enjoy an orientation tour and pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Then, visit the St. 
John Paul II Center; built on the site of the quarry where Karol Wojtyla worked during the time Poland was occupied by 
Germany. Pray before relics of this modern day Saint. Check-in for the first of a four-night stay in beautiful Krakow. Enjoy dinner 
with your group at our hotel tonight. 

DAY 6) SATURDAY, 7 MAY: OLD KRAKOW & AUSCHWITZ (B) After breakfast, enjoy a fabulous city tour of Krakow. Visit Wawel 
Cathedral (where Karol Wojtyla was ordained as Cardinal Archbishop of Krakow. Mass* requested at St. Leonard crypt, where 
Saint John Paul II celebrated his first Mass. Visit the Royal Castle, including the tombs of the kings. Then, see Market Square, 
witness the Bugler from St. Mary's tower (playing the famous Hejnał), visit St. Mary’s Basilica, the Cloth Hall, and the 
Burgher’s House. In the afternoon, travel to Auschwitz, the former Nazi Concentration Camp, where we learn about the camp’s 
dark history and the exemplary lives of St. Maximilian Kolbe and St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein). Make a 
special visit to the cell of St. Maximilian Kolbe, followed by a visit to the Martyrdom Museum. Return to our hotel for the second of 
our four-night stay in Krakow. Leisure evening with dinner on your own. 
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DAY 7) SUNDAY, 8 MAY: WADOWICE & WIELICZKA SALT MINES (B, D) Today, we travel to Wadowice to visit the birthplace of 
Karol Wojtyla, now Saint John Paul II. Mass* is requested at Wadowice Basilica. After Mass, enjoy a guided tour of the Saint 
John Paul II Museum followed by free time for lunch. After lunch, depart for a visit to a most unique destination, the Salt Mines 
of Wieliczka! Blessed by His Eminence Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz in 2010, the mines are a beautiful testimony to the piety of 
generations of Wieliczka miners working here. Magnificent chapels, and religious sculptures carved in salt, can be found in these 
mines’ beautiful chambers, galleries and passageways. 

DAY 8) MONDAY, 9 MAY: ZAKOPANE (B, D) Travel south towards Slovakia to the Zakopane Area where we visit and pray at the 
Church of Our Lady of Fatima. Holy Mass* requested at Our Lady of Fatima church (built in thanksgiving to Our Lady of 
Fatima, for saving Pope John Paul II from the assassin’s bullet on May 13, 1981). Here Saint John Paul II used to walk the trails 
praying. Enjoy views of John Paul’s beloved Tatra Mountains, and a ride on the cable car to Gubalowka. Take time for lunch 
and shopping at a local bazaar. Return to Krakow for your last dinner in Krakow with your new pilgrimage family! 

DAY 9) TUESDAY, 10 MAY: CZESTOCHOWA  (B, D) After breakfast, we say good-bye to Krakow and depart for  Czestochowa, 
Poland’s most famous Marian Shrine! Upon arrival there is a guided tour of the Black Madonna Shrine followed by Holy Mass* 
at Jasna Gora, home of the Black Madonna, the precious icon of Our Lady of Czestochowa. For 600 years, this icon has 
been the symbol of the Polish people’s love and devotion for Mary! The Icon enjoys a long tradition of having been 
“written” (Icons are never painted) by St. Luke, the Evangelist, himself! After praying a rosary, we spend time for personal 
prayer. A meditation about Our Lady will be offered. After our visit to Jasna Gora, check into our hotel for our one-night stay and 
enjoy free time for lunch, personal meditation, shopping or rest. Meet with your fellow pilgrims this evening for dinner at the hotel. 
One night in Czestochowa. 

DAY 10) WEDNESDAY, 11 MAY: NIEPOKALANOW & WARSAW  (B, L° D) Travel to the City of the Immaculate, Niepokalanow, 
the great foundation of St. Maximilian Kolbe (Holy Mass* is planned here) followed by a guided tour of Niepokalanow, including 
the museum, where we learn more about the life of this great Franciscan Saint and Martyr. In the afternoon, continue on to 
Warsaw, Poland’s Capital. 

DAY 11) THURSDAY, 12 MAY: WARSAW  (B, D) Start the day with a tour of Poland’s Capital City, including sites like the Old 
Town, Market Square, Warsaw Jewish Quarters, and Ghetto Monument. Then, enjoy an unforgettable visit to the Uprising 
Museum. Learn about Warsaw’s destruction, the suffering and great courage of its people against the Nazis as well as the 
Soviets. The museum is a tribute to the insurgents who defended against the destruction of those principles precious to human 
existence: patriotism, courage, honor, freedom fidelity integrity and friendship. The battle for independence, with the express 
refutation of violence of the war and German occupation, erupted on August 1, 1944 and lasted 63 days. After a panoramic drive, 
our first visit in Warsaw will be St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, the famous parish where thousands of Poles gathered to hear 
the courageous homilies of Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko, denouncing the human right violations and declaring the truths about 
communism. His homilies were recorded and soon his fame spread across Poland, becoming the Warsaw chaplain of the 
Solidarność (Solidarity) movement. The Secret Police of the old Polish communist regime, murdered Fr. Jerzy. His martyrdom 
was the seed of faithful courage that Poles needed in conjunction with the help of Pope John Paul II that would end the decades 
of communist regime and soviet occupation. Blessed Jerzy’s tomb is in the church’s garden. Mass* celebrated here. Tonight, join 
your fellow pilgrims for a unforgettable and festive farewell dinner. Return to our hotel for the second night of our two-night stay 
in Warsaw, and our final night in Poland. 

DAY 12) FRIDAY, 13 MAY: (Feast of Our Lady of Fatima): DEPART FOR USA  (B, M) After breakfast, check-out of the hotel and 
travel to the Mother of Mercy Convent at 3-9 Zytnia Street, where St. Faustina entered the order while she lived in Warsaw. 
Here we will pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet and attend our last Mass* together. Afterwards, transfer to Warsaw’s Chopin Airport 
for our return non-stop flight to the U.S.A.. As our airplane takes off, take one last look at the beautiful lands that now hold a 
special place in our hearts, and say: Pożegnanie Polska! Viszlát Magyarország!
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